
SO MANY TIMES .. God has been with us. 
 
Life in Egypt was so difficult as things had changed when there was a 
Pharoah "who did not know Joseph" (Exodus     1:8).  Life becomes harsh 
and difficult when you are "spoken to in a foreign tongue". The words you 
hear can have a devastating effect upon you.. Then the journey to the 
Promised Land made them face seemingly insurmountable obstacles -the 
Red Sea (v3), the Jordan river (v5) the long stretch of the wilderness (v8).   
 
Does that not replicate how we have to face life today ?  Never knowing 
what we will face next  It is time to discover in those so many times God is 
still with you -no matter what is happening around you. 
 
SO MANY BLESSINGS .. God has for you. 
 
Just look at verse 8 it is all about life giving water flowing from the rock in 
the wilderness. "Rock changed into pools, the hard rock into springs of 
water"  God has not changed.  He provides for His people when we meet 
"rock like" obstacles.  Yes ! even in the pandemic of Covid 19.  God's 
desire is to bless us again and again no matter how difficult and  
impossible situations might seem. Realise these words are intended to 
bring us peace, inspire hope, strengthen us so we will know for sure He will 
sustain us in all our "desert like" encounters in 2021 
 
  So remember God is there for you in 2021 
  
  It will be so many times, so many ways, 
             so  many blessings.                                                        DPS 
 
    Please Note:    
 We will meet for worship together next Sunday morning at 11 am  
 
The disruptions and at times confusing statements over the Christmas period are 
now behind us.  As I write these notes to you ready for printing I have just read 
through Habbakuk.  What a challenge to keep on trusting God no matter the 
circumstances - how timely is that!  What impressed me too was Habbakuk's 
request  " Do again in our time the great deeds you used to do" (3:2 GNB)  
  
 Join me in praying that same prayer as we enter this new year of 2021 
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"KEEP LOOKING TO GOD" 
 

Read through this outline and join with everyone else at 11 am 
 
 

HYMN      MP 257  (to read or sing) 
 

I am not skilled to understand 
What God has willed, what God has planned, 

I only know at His right hand 
Stands One who is my Saviour. 

 
I take Him at His word indeed; 

"Christ died for sinners" this I read 
And in my heart I find a need   

Of Him to be my Saviour. 
 

That He should leave His place on high 
And come for sinful man to die, 

You count it strange ? so once did I, 
Before I knew my Saviour. 

 
And O that He fulfilled may see 

The glory of His life in me, 
And with His work contented be, 

As I with my dear Saviour. 
 

Yea, living, dying, let me bring 
My life to Him an offering, 

That He who lives to be my King, 
Once died to be my Saviour,  

 
 



(It would be good if you said this prayer out aloud)     
 

O  God  we appreciate just how great  and glorious You are.  
So here we are ready and wanting to commit this new year  2021 to You 

 We  will need Your help, Your strength, Your favour, Your blessing. 
As we sit here remind us of Your love, grace and care 

Help us to feel Your presence In Jesus' Name 
AMEN 

You may like to say the Lord's prayer also. 
 

BIBLE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 
PSALM 114 

"the rock turned into pools, the hard rock into 
springs of water"(v8) 

 
    KEEP LOOKING TO GOD 

There are days when you spend time discussing, debating, considering 
then comes the deciding.  Our intention is to endeavour always to do what 
is right and what is best.  That is how we faced the ongoing situation 
regarding our meeting together for public worship.  The issue of 
responsibility to ensure "duty of care" came into the matter.  So we decided 
to close down meeting together until Sunday January 10th. 
 
Then it happened!  I was struggling to cope with the pain of the cancer that 
is spreading so relentlessly and rapidly.  Seemingly from nowhere came 
the urgent, overwhelming instruction to read Psalm 114. Why? Was it just 
something for me and that moment or was it something more? 
 
Can I remind you the Romans gave us the name January for they had a 
god named Janus.  Supposedly a man with two faces - one looking 
backward, the other looking forward.   The concept behind New Year's Eve 
is how we take time to review and ponder the past while anticipating the 
future.   It has been a long time now since as a church we met on New 
Year's Eve. When we had a fellowship and fun evening together then some 
folk and the children went home and the rest of us moved into the church 
sanctuary.  All around us we heard the noise of other celebrations with 
parties and champagne that would culminate with Robert Burns "Auld lang 
syne" at midnight. But for us it was time for prayer, reflection and worship. 
 
We sing many of Frances Ridley Havergal hymns but maybe you do not 
know how she always found the challenge of New Year's day as something 
significant.  For her (just like our evening) it was a moment to pause and 

reflect..  When she was 36  years old she wrote a poem , had it printed, 
sent to all her friends expressing her feelings about the new day and the 
new year. 
  Another year is dawning, dear Father let it be, 
   In working or in waiting another year for Thee 

    Another year of progress, another year of praise. 
     Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 

 
     That is it !  That sums it all up !  That is what we want ! 
 
So back to Psalm 114 with  its challenge to look back and see what the 
Lord has done and will do. In magnificent poetic language the Psalm 
describes the Exodus from Egypt.  How God provided for the wilderness  
journey  and then brought them into the Promised  Land.  At the Passover 
meal they would sing this song.   It was part of  the Hallel  section of songs. 
Do you realise that Jesus would have sung this at the conclusion of the 
Passover meal He shared with His disciples.  Then it was Gethsemane, 
then Calvary and the awfulness of the cross. 

 
So what is the significance of all of this for us? 

 
So MANY WAYS ... God is for us 
 
The people had been set free to serve God.  The blood of the sacrificial 
lamb was on the doorposts and the lintel so it saved them when the death 
angel passed over.   What do we know?  Surely this is one of the many 
ways God will use.  We have a wonderful Redeemer, Saviour and Lord 
because of the "blood of the Lamb of God " shed at Calvary so we are 
brought into the experience of the new birth and new life which we discover 
only in Jesus.  John the Baptist haunts me with his dramatic shout as he 
sees Jesus walking towards him "Look! the Lamb of God who takes away 
the sin of the world." (John1) In so many differing ways  God has brought 
each of you to this moment in time so that you will personally know Him..  
 
He wants us to know He is there for us. 
 
Sing (or recite) this song to remember the Exodus moment. 
Sing the song to remember what Jesus did for you at Calvary 
(We have a great song "There is a Redeemer, Jesus God's own Son") 
Sing the song to remember how God has met us personally and in the 
process delivered us from all our "Egypt encounters” 


