
  RECOGNISE THE BLESSING AVAILABLE 
 
Angels came that first Christmas time with special moments and messages 
for Mary and Joseph, Elisabeth and Zechariah, all at different times. Each 
encounter was so personal, so instructive, so re-assuring. Angels are the 
heralds of heaven. If that is what you need , God can do it again.  What has 
interested me the most however is the angels and their contact with the 
shepherds. Shepherds out in the fields.  Men who almost everyone looked 
down upon as at the bottom of the social order of that day.   
 
What is more impressive is the angels sang to them, accompanied by 
heaven's choir.  I cannot recall them singing to anyone else..  They sang to 
them about the joy of knowing Jesus the Saviour (see Luke 2:13,14))  In 
the process it was God making something known to us.  It  is the wonder 
and the blessing of the Gospel message (the Christmas story) that by the 
grace of God we can be changed, forgiven of our sins and be blessed of 
God.   
 
What is extremely interesting is to discover  what they sang: 
  The angels sing about a Saviour in the cradle/crib  (Luke 2:13) 
  The angels sing about the Saviour in the heart of the sinner (Luke 15:10) 
  The angels sing about the Saviour seated on the throne (Rev.5:11,12) 
 
To conclude - just like the shepherds we can go on our way, picking up the 
threads and routine of our lives giving our testimony just like them "praising 
God and glorifying Him (Luke 2:20).  Can I paraphrase it ?  It is all about 
saying "What a great God You are to come to us (to me) in such a 
marvellous way."   Will you say that ?  It is what  makes all the difference 
and makes the hard time turn into a blessed time.      DPS  
 
           SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 Government update in force from 2nd December 2020 
Although it appears to negate the government policy we have received further 
instructions that it is possible to hold worship services following the previous 
format of distancing etc.   SO we will be holding  public worship on the following: 
 
 Sunday 13th December at 11 am 
 Sunday 20th December at 11 am  Special Christmas Carol time 
 

    ROCHFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Welcome to 

CHURCH AT HOME 
Sunday  13th December 2020 

 
THEN IT IS CHRISTMAS 

Read through this outline and join with everyone else at 11 am 
 

HYMN      MP 393  (to read or sing) 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord has come ! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth, the Saviour reigns ! 
Your sweetest songs employ, 

While fields and streams 
And hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
The wonders of His love, 
The wonders of His love, 

The wonders, the wonders of His love. 
 

Chorus 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
And the government shall be upon His shoulder, 

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The Mighty God, the Everlasting Father 

And the Prince of peace is He. 
    



(It would be good if you said this prayer out aloud)     
 

O  God  this morning we worship You with the Christmas story 
 telling us how great  and glorious You are.  

It is tough at the moment, we are such needy people.  
Come again to meet us where we are  and give us. 

Your strength, Your favour, Your blessing. 
As we sit here remind us of Your love 

Help us to feel Your presence In Jesus' Name 
AMEN 

You may like to say the Lord's prayer also. 
 

BIBLE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 
LUKE 2:11 

"Today .. a Saviour has been born to you, He is Christ the Lord" 
 

THEN IT IS CHRISTMAS ! 
 

There is something about Christmas that is wonderful - in spite of the 
frantic, buying, selling, planning that goes on.  In spite of the fact that a 
very materialistic approach seems to be so prevalent in our Western 
culture.   The Daily Telegraph leader a few days ago simply stated 
"Christmas  is a religious act and family time".  It was written against the 
backcloth of what could or ought to be done during this lockdown time.  
Aware of the gloom and doom announcements resulting in so many 
confusing instructions of what is possible.  All I know is that without this 
amazing encounter with God that the Christmas story sets out, there would 
be no Christian experience..  No Christmas, no Saviour, no hope, no 
Gospel, no salvation.   
 
For so many of us Christmas is a nostalgic time as we recall our childhood 
memories.  The family traditions (like hanging up a sock), the trees, the 
presents, the family times BUT it was not easy.  It was not a good time 
during the WW II years and afterwards.  It was hard, it meant many 
struggles. but in a way they were only a mirror image and reflection of the 
Christmas story.  In just the same way whatever we are allowed to do 
Christmas 2020 is going to be so hard for so many. 
 
Philip Brooks wrote "O little town of Bethlehem" after he had made a visit to 
the Holy Land in 1866.  You will have sung it possibly more times than you 
can count - but the essence of the carol and the Christmas story is 
captured in the final verse. 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray. 
 Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today  
 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell, 
 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel.  
 
Christmas is something in our hearts, it is for each of us.  Allow me to 
share what I have found to be an incredible, unforgettable quote from the 
poet Angelus Silesius: 
   "Should Christ be born a thousand times anew 
   Despair , O man, unless He is born in you "  
 
That is what Christmas is about.  Don't stop with the Government 
instructions.  Don't stop with the amazing moments and miracles, great and 
wonderfully exciting as they are in the story.  Keep on looking, searching 
until you can say the Christ of Christmas "is born in you". 

 

REALISE THE TIMES WERE HARD 
Life was hard for nearly everyone.  For most people it was difficult just to 
survive.  Food was scarce, only  the few really had any money.  Usually 
there was some corrupt king or power that threatened life itself.  It was very 
bad in Judah during the later years of Herod the Great.  He was a monster. 
He killed his own wife, her family and three of his own sons.  Recall what 
he did to the children under 2 years of age after the visit of the Magi.  Then 
there was Caesar Augustus, the epitome of the Roman power  and the 
taxing census. No! Those first Christmas days were days of poverty 
deprivation (slavery was  normal), danger, disease.  Travel was so difficult 
for Joseph and Mary and when they got to Bethlehem there was no room 
for them.  None willing to share a room with them so the only refuge was a 
stable/cave to birth the Christ child.  It was so hard.  The poor against the 
rich, race against race. The Jews hated the Samaritans.  All of them hated 
Rome and its authoritarian, oppressive rule 
 
What about now ? What has changed - very little.  We live with racial and 
religious tensions, protest groups  which can all erupt into violent behaviour 
so easily.  Homeless folk are sleeping on the pavements or in shop 
doorways. With the economic implications of Covid 19, jobs are lost, 
people are struggling to survive financially.  Life is proving so hard for so 
many as they ponder what next.   Are they going to make  it ? 
 
   THEN IT IS CHRISTMAS 

 


