
BRINGING YOU UP TO DATE. 
 
Somehow the confusion and disagreements as to what is next and how we are to 
cope with the spike in positive tests daily  continues.   Frightening , dare I say it, 
even outrageous forecasts being made by the differing advisors can leave you 
speechless, fearful, shaking your head, saying what's the real  scenario.  
 
It is something of a tightrope we as the church leaders  are treading because any 
sanctions or fines for non compliance will be something we will have to face as  
the church leaders. So as Pastors and Deacons we met together last Thursday 
evening.  A pastoral situation with one of our young people had arisen so we 
spent time in prayer, seeking the Lord's help and healing before we did anything 
else. 
 
Then we openly thought through what we have been doing and what we could be 
doing.  We are delighted despite carrying out all the restrictive measures required 
how we saw great co-operation and understanding from you all.  The two trial 
Sunday Services held in the main hall, the strict observance of the distancing and 
other measures  ensured that we had at last a together time around the Word of 
God. 
 
At this time, and considering all that is required for us to hold a service our 
decision is to continue to meet in the Main Hall throughout the month of 
October.   It is easier and more efficient at the moment to comply with the 
requirements placed upon us.   Before anyone makes a comment  let me assure 
you that I spent one and a half hours going through all the documentation and 
information set out after the Prime Minister's statement to the nation as it was 
published and updated on September 24th. 
 
We are aware of the desire of many to want to move into the sanctuary and with 
this in mind we as the leaders will meet again to review everything at the end of 
the month.  Please be patient with us.  Those shut in at home, you too are very 
much on our hearts.  Although we cannot  visit, you remain very much in our 
prayers.  We miss you.     None of us can tell what is before us.  So my simple plea 
is this.  Do not lose your confidence in the Lord, keep trusting Him. Again be 
patient with us as we lead you - we only want the best for you all.  Hoping you  
are blessed with today's message "think it not strange"                              
                                                   David P Saunders 

                                   ROCHFORD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
 

Welcome to 
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"THINK IT NOT STRANGE" 

Read through this outline and join with everyone else at 11 am 
 

HYMN      MP 269  (to read or sing) 
 

I do not know what lies ahead 
The way I cannot see; 

Yet One stands near to be my guide, 
He'll show the way to me. 

 
I know who holds the future, 

And He'll guide me with His hand; 
With God things don't just happen, 

Everything by Him is planned. 
So as I face tomorrow, 

With its problems large and small 
I'll trust the God of miracles, 

Give to Him my all 
 

I do not know how many days 
Of life are mine to spend; 

But One who knows and cares for me 
Will keep me to the end. 

 
I do not know the course ahead 
What joys and griefs are there 

But One is near who fully knows, 
I'll trust His loving care. 

 
Chorus  MP 760  (chorus only) 

 
Trust and obey, 

For there's no other way; 
To be happy in Jesus, 
Than to trust and obey.    



(It would be good if you said this prayer out aloud)     
 

O  Lord God our glorious, gracious, heavenly Father 
Enable us this morning to worship with a deep sense 

 of reverence and gratitude.   
To remember again the awesome and wonderful  

things You have done for us. 
Sometimes we really feel so  helpless, poor and needy. 
Give us the strength. and the  faith to trust  You  more 

and follow You because You are loving, faithful and dependable 
AMEN 

You may like to say the Lord's prayer also. 
 

BIBLE VERSE FOR THE WEEK 
1 Peter 4:12 

THINK IT NOT STRANGE 
 

   "Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you 
 as though some strange thing had happened to you"(KJV) 
"Don't be surprised at the painful trial as though something 

strange was happening to you." (NIV) 
 
So many puzzling things seem to be happening in our world and to us at 
this moment of time.  Something similar seems to be the same in Acts 12. 
King Herod ordered the killing of James with a sword thrust and then 
proceeded  to see that Peter would be arrested intending to do the same to 
Peter.  The church was praying and God sends an angel to set Peter free. 
Why didn't He do the same for James ?  Why didn't God answer the 
prayers of those who loved James?  He could have done so, BUT He did 
not.  It is at moments like this I have to take consolation in "blessed is he 
whosoever shall not be offended in Me "(Luke 7:23.)  What I do know all 
the grief and upset would pale into insignificance and be completely 
forgotten by the friends of James as they found themselves together with 
him in the presence of their Lord in eternity. 
 
The one thing that mattered is how they lived when their faith was tested to 
the utmost limit.  Trials and setbacks  come into all our lives. Especially 
now with all the prohibitions, restrictions changing almost daily, being 
imposed on our lives  by Covid -!9.  Remind yourself it will pass.  In a few 
months and years we will have forgotten it.  What will remain is how did we 
face it all ?   How did we meet and cope with this dreadful  trial.  What was 
our attitude.  Did we conquer our fears ? Did we become impatient, 

faithless and so worried by the trial of our faith? Yes, ours is a chaotic 
world with conflict and upset seemingly everywhere "but think it not 
strange" 
 
Do  you remember the Easter morning when with heavy hearts the two 
women went to the tomb ostensibly to perfume the body.  Two very 
distressed, troubled folk see the stone rolled away. the body gone.  What 
next?  "Don't be afraid, He is not here. He has risen" (Matt.28:5) - who ever 
would have thought that !  Things were so tough for Elijah that in effect he 
says "Enough is enough " and off he goes in retreat.  At that same moment 
an angel was on its way to succour him (1Kings 19;4-8) So strange!  Was it 
ever as bad and as dark as this for Elisha with threats against his life - so 
the words tumble from his lips "Why should I wait for the Lord any longer"  
BUT God was about to scatter the Syrian army." for the Lord had caused 
the Arameans (Syrians) to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a 
great army (2 Kings  7:6-33)" so" they ran for their lives" - the siege was 
over!   
 Who knows what is happening in the spiritual realm right now? 
God's purpose for our lives unfolds day by day.  Each new morning offers 
us  fresh opportunities, that is why it is so important to have a chat (prayer). 
So treasure today, draw upon His grace, live for His glory, serve Him the 
best you can and take a few moments to do three simple things: 
 
1 Recall what God has done. 
 "The Lord has done great things for us " (Psalm 126:3) 
God gave His Son to die for our sins. Jesus gave Himself that we might be 
changed and blessed for time and eternity.  All good things come from 
above-life, health, strength -gifts from the good hand of God (James 1:17) 
2. Recognise what God is doing. 
      "This is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in our eyes (Matt 21:43) 
We sing "Jesus is alive today... working in the hearts of ordinary people" It 
is more than a song. It is a glorious reality.  Be excited, be aware of His 
power and presence.  Do not allow complacency to minimise this 
awareness..  See the good, expect the best, rejoice (Philippians 4:4), trust 
Him to work in your life, in your home, in our church - all for His glory. 
3.Rejoice about what God will do. 
 "Rejoice for the Lord will do great things" (Joel 2:21) 
Let's face our future with faith.  God has promised to help us in our time of 
need, to give us strength and courage for all our tomorrows, given us 
promises that He is bound to keep.  Then when all is said and done He has 
prepared a place for us to be with Him for all eternity. "Think it not strange". 


