A personal word 22nd April
I have just had a most distressing communication from Manipur.
On March 16th, 2020 one of the oldest villages in Manipur called "Chassad
Village" was burned down completely by their neighbouring Christian village?
The next day, the attackers issued a statement saying that no work for rebuilding
of the village should be done and opposed the giving of any relief aid materials
there. Thankfully, later they have allowed relief aid materials but took strong
opposition to the possibility of rebuilding Chassad. Chassad under the British
had the Post office and was an outpost for the Assam rifles as the only main
village in the area. In the early '90's the only way I could contact Joyce was
through the Post Office telephone. Although around 120 houses were burned and
10 vehicles- no human casualties were reported as the villagers did not retaliate.
Albeit the accusation was that on the previous Sunday some Kukis had burned
one of the Sampui paddy fields. However the Kukis came back to their empty
village after the incident and prayed for God's mercy on the situation. It was the
Tangkhu (Kachha Naga) from the Sampui village against the Kuki's calling them
"aliens" The Naga reputation is use force first and then dialogue
It is like a return back to the 1990's . Young men would lie in the doorway of the
bedroom while I slept to warn me of any danger. It was the Naga rebel fighters
who machine gunned the meeting of Kuki young people when I was speaking.
The Naga fighters that stopped the series of meetings when I was dedicating a
new church and we all had to seek shelter in the compound of the chief. It was
the Naga rebels who burned down our Kuki churches and we helped to rebuild
them from Rochford. It was the dreadful loss of life that left so many children
orphans - so we helped build Sangga Muon at Churachanpur, Emmanuel at
Imphal and lastly Bethsaida orphanages. The only Christmas day offering we
have ever taken was for the 25 pastors and families held in refugee camps. Our
financial gifts 2019 were used to help four graduating students set out as
evangelists and would be church planters and pastors among the Naga tribes.
Wrongly it seems I thought these conflicts had ceased in the light of the Prime
Ministers all-out attempt to turn India into a total Hindu nation. I am so sad ,
heartbroken and I wept. I have invested over thirty years in proclaiming a
message of new life, hope, joy and peace to the many thousands in Manipur.
I had planned to be there early March but Martial Law (Act 144) and the wise
words of the oncologist banned me from going and the Lord Himself " ordaining
the steps of a good man" otherwise I would still be there. He reigns !
DPS
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HYMN (to read or sing)
MP 249
How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him
Who brings good news, good news
Proclaiming peace, announcing news of happiness,
Our God reigns, our God reigns!
Our God reigns, our God reigns,
Our God reigns, our God reigns!
You watchmen lift your voices joyfully as one,
Shout for your King, your King.
See eye to eye the Lord restoring Zion;
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
Your God reigns, your God reigns,
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
Ends of the earth see the salvation of your God
Jesus is Lord, is Lord.
Before the nations He has bared His holy arm;
Your God reigns, your God reigns!
Your God reigns, Your God reigns,
Your God reigns, your God reigns !
MP 570
Reign in me, Sovereign Lord , reign in me. (x2)
Captivate my heart ,let Your Kingdom come,
Establish there Your throne, let Your will be done.
Reign in me, Sovereign Lord, reign in me (x2)

PRAYER (It would be good if you said this out aloud)
Our glorious, gracious God, our heavenly Father, everlasting, unchanging.
How we worship You, for You alone are worthy to be praised.
Another week has come and gone and You have watched over us,
blessed us day by day, given us strength to cope with the struggles
and the upsets caused by this terrible pandemic.
As we meet together this morning help us to sense
You are with us in the many different places we find ourselves.
Thank You for Jesus - He is a wonderful Saviour and Friend.
Thank You for the assurance that You care about us.
Thank You that You give us hope joy and peace.
Lord I ask you to bless and help ........( put a name (s) and meet
their every need in the Name of Jesus !
AMEN
You may like to say the Lord's prayer also.

BIBLE VERSES FOR THE WEEK
Psalm 97 ( read the whole Psalm)
" The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad, let distant shores rejoice"(v1)
"Hallelujah - for our Lord God Almighty reigns " Revelation 19:6

DOES HE ?
We live in a world filled with pain and suffering, disasters, hardship and death.
How these past weeks of the Covid-19 virus have simply reinforced that view. Yet
despite everything that happens in your life and mine we need to know for sure God IS in control. Nothing happens without Him knowing about it and our
realising He has a purpose for everything. The Psalmist wants us to know - no
matter the circumstances around us or the feelings within us - the Lord reigns.

UP THERE !
In our somewhat chaotic world it appears questionable. Just look at the
headlines on any day as events in our lives spiral and spin so easily out of
control. We are unsure of what decisions we ought to make. Or the
decisions made by others - the lockdown is a classic example as we have to
live with the downside effects of decisions and actions made by others.

The Psalmist wants us to know, to have this fundamental confidence "The
Lord reigns" Can you recall the chorus we used to sing ?
"God is STILL on the throne and He will remember His own.
Though trials may press us and burden distress us.
He never will leave us alone. God is still on the throne!
His promise is true - He will not forget you, God is STILL on the throne"
OUT THERE !
The Psalmist emphasises that only those who "dwell in Zion and the
villages of Judah" know that He is "most high over all earth" (vv8,9). Do we
recognise that? He is over all the difficulties in our lives. In this small plot
on planet earth called Rochford. Do you get the picture the Lord reigns
high over ALL the earth. God is not remote, far away, beyond our reach. It
does not matter what the circumstances are. Mourning the dreadful loss
of life, how people have lost their jobs. How concerned and worried we
are about our children and the school problem. How all the other physical
problems are seemingly being pushed to one side and neglected in the
darkness of these days. He knows all about you and He loves you. He is
out there to take you by the hand and lead you out of the darkness and
lead you into His wonderful light. This is how you will find peace. See
verse 11 "light is shed for
RIGHT HERE !
Because He reigns we will get through all these things Yes! "Through"!
"THROUGH the Red sea onto dry ground (Exodus 14:22)
"THROUGH the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:7)
"His path led THROUGH the sea (Psalm 77:19)
"when you pass THROUGH the waters I will be with you, THROUGH the
rivers they shall not overflow you. When you walk THROUGH the fire you
will not be burned" (Isaiah 43:2)
It will not be painless. It will not be quick. BUT it will be certain. We will
get through this. Someone from UP there must come OUT there to RIGHT
HERE to give us a hand - that Someone is Jesus. Why?
Because there is no place up there, out there or right here where HE does
not reign and rule.
Pastor David
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